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What is 
“EuroGites”? 

European Federation of 

representative provider 

organisations of Farm-, 

Countryside- and Village Tourism 

in geographical Europe
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Member 
organisations from:

Austria
Belarus
Belgium (Wallonie + Flanders)
Bosnia-Herzegovina
Bulgaria
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Estonia
France 
Georgia
Germany
Greece
Hungary
Israel
Italy
Latvia
Lithuania
Norway
Poland
Portugal
Romania
Russian Federation
Serbia
Slovenia
Slovakia
Spain 
Switzerland
United Kingdom
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What do we represent ?

“Rural Tourism” =
• Farm-Accommodation

• Accommodation in private homes in rural 
areas

• Either  B&B  or   Self-Catering units

• Traditional Rural Gastronomy

• Activities related to the accommodation

• Special and thematic tourism based on rural 
assets 

• Active and nature tourism
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Importance of Rural 
Tourism in Europe

• > 500.000  accommodation units  

• > 5-6.500.000 bedplaces  (2,5-3x the total 
capacity of Spain as second most important tourism 
destination in Europe)

• > 100.000  other directly related services

• > 1.300.000 direct or indirect jobs

• Generates  > 100.000 million EUR  
spending in rural areas
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Status quo
• Domestic market strong (> 85-90%) – build on this!

• However, long-term high growth potential for international 
demand

• Changes of consumer behaviour due to crisis are meant to 
remain in the future:  core services, price sensitive

• Individual packaging with security and quality guarantee  versus 
  “All-Inclusive”

• Virtual Trust – Social Media substitute mouth-to-ear

• Internet shifts the power from 
travel trade to the client

• Experience Economy:  “tell a story” 



Presentation of  EuroGites  –  European Federation of Rural Tourism

• Annual General Assembly 
(one vote per member organisation)

  elects for three years the Executive 
Committee – seven members: 

* President Mr. Andrew Woodward (UK)

* Vice-Presidents Mr. Hans Embacher (AT)
Mr. Patrick Farjas (FR)  +  Treasurer
Mr. Panos Poulos (GR)
Mr. Jan Tjosaas (NO)
Mr. Linas Zabaliunas (LT)
Ms. Asnate Ziemele (LV)

+ General Secretary:  Mr. Klaus Ehrlich (ES)

Our Structure
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Our activities  -1

• Professional Coverage
– Recognized European trade organisation for Country and Farm 

Tourism
• Member of  Ad-hoc work groups on tourism matters (DG Enterprise)
• Member of the Advisory Committee on Rural Development (DG 

Agriculture)
– Professional exchange and pool of experts
– Training and practice exchange
– Transnational tools and documents (legal framework, 

safety/security, … )
– Long-haul discussion processes (branding, quality standards, ... )

• Information Networks
– Distribution of Newsletters from European and International 

Organisations (ETAG, MER, ETC, DGs at EU / EC, UNWTO, ... )
– Internal Roundletters and pinboard about relevant events
– 4-monthly market evaluation and projection
– Data about Market Trends, customer’s behaviour and demand
– Cooperation and membership in international networks
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Example:  Research
* Client expectation profiles *
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Our activities  -2

• Promotion and Product Development
– Common promotional webpage at  www.eurogites.org  that links 

to individual member sites
– Link exchange amongst members (improves position in search 

engines)
– Flyer “image brochure” for distribution at fairs ....
– International quality assessment & benchmarking  

http://quality.eurogites.org 
– Media communication and campaigns at national & international level

 
• Cooperation between members

– Expert and speaker exchange at events
– Members receive special conditions at professional events
– Visit colleagues in other countries
– Worldwide cooperation outside Europe

http://www.eurogites.org/
http://quality.eurogites.org/
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Promotion –1
www.eurogites.org
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Promotion -2 
www.eurogites.org
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Promotion – flyer
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Actions  2003 - 13

• 1st, 2nd, 3rd + 4th  European Congress on Rural Tourism  (2003/2005/2007/2012)

• Intern. Workshop on Quality, Training, IT, and Environment  (LV, June 2004)

• Ágora Tierra Adentro 2004 – International Seminar on Common Product 

Criteria and Quality Standards (Jaén, October 2004)

• Round-Table “Administrative and Tax Regulation for Rural Tourism 
in Europe”  (Grüne Woche Berlin, Jan. 2005)

• European Action-Weeks  “Live Europe”     2005, 2006, 2008

• QUALITOOL – international online quality benchmarking

• Workshop on international branding in Rural Tourism (UK, November 2009)

• International Workshop on New Trends in Quality  (LV, June 2010)

• Strategy Seminar “Rural Tourism 2020”  (UK, November 2010)

• International Workshop on ICT “What really works” (LT, November 2011)

• Workshop on OTAs “Join them, or beat them?”    (UK, November 2013)
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Actions 2013/2015

• Greenways4Tour 

• Image Flyer 2014

• Training on Safety and Security  “Safetur”

• European Research Program on Rural Tourism in Europe

• Seniors Go Rural  –  anticipate and adapt the RT product for 50+

• Development through Rural Tourism – presentation to new EP 
and EC

• 5th European Congress on Rural Tourism
Alpbach/Tyrol, 6th-8th/October/2014

• 3rd World Forum on Rural and Agri-Tourism
Zakopane (PL), autumn 2015
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How to contact us

• Office Adress

EuroGîtes
Sagunto 8 – 10 -3
E – 04004 Almería

• Email requests@eurogites.org 

• WEB www.eurogites.org

• Contact persons
Andrew Woodward - President Klaus Ehrlich – General 
Secretary

Fon  +44 160 866 1757 Fon  +34 656 900 371
Email president@eurogites.org general.secretary@eurogites.org 


